EF poms 
FIDGET TO AND FRO 


JICK-TOCK, THE CLOCK- 


THE MINUTE, THROUGH 
A NIGHT THAT LASTS 
FOREVER. 


a 
[Sne'o cry. / SSF SG 


TE_SHE 

fab ANY 

TEARS 

LEFT. HARSH WORDS, 


FOULER THOUGHTS 


RAGE A WELCOME 
ANODYNE FOR GRIEF-- 


~-ALt_ VANISHING THE INSTANT 
SHE'S THRUST ON STAGE. 


unoerstuoy /- \ 
ZB Es \ 


g ID THE 
ISWER TO HER MOST 
HEARTFELT PRAYERS. 


SS 


BUT WHAT'S WITH 
THE MOVIE STUDIOZ, 


Hoto sti, J . 
MISS BRADDOCK.” THIS'LL 
‘ONY TAKE lbs a 
A SEC 


SOUND CHECK, 
PICTURE CHECK, 
COMPLETE. 


CAMERAS, 
BA FUNCTIONAL. 


SHOULDY . R You" = MS DEAR GIRL, YOU'RE \ 
! 10 YOURS SUPPOSED 10 BE 
A PROFESSIONAL. 


THE LEAST 


JNA 


PERHAPS, 
S = BECAUSE We 


NONE 0" THAT 
GUFF WORKS 


“7 GIMME A. 
BREAK, WILLYA? 


HURRY YYOU DO NOT 
ALONG, WANT 10 BE 
KITTEN!) LEFT BEHINDS 


"10 OTHER 
REALITIES. 


AND THE X-MEN-- MORE PUPPETS: 
SHAN PEOPLE-- TRAVESTIES OF 
JHE HEROES I REMEMBER. 


WHEN THE 

REALITY NO 
LONGER 
EXISTS. 


~ EXPLOITERS. 
CAN TAKE 
THE LEGEND. 


AND MAKE IT 
WHATEVER THEY 
WANT, GOOD OR BAD. 


YOU HAD YOUR —& 
CHANCE AT STARDOM, “WHEN YOU 
BABY PHOENIX, 

AND BLEW IT! 


NOBODY LEAVES WITHOUT 
MY PERMISSION 


SHE'S OURY 
FRIEND? 


SHE IT's ae 
stays OR NO FORCE 
Her? A 


YW Goes. 
OUD bE 7 A 
BY HER FREE Endl PYase 
cHoIce ! {YJ CHER THROUGH < | 
HER CHAINS: y 


My 


sure, seemen 
inet gteneat 


'M SOLID, AGAIN 
I CAN'T PHASE. 


I'M BACK ON 
MUIR ISLE 


‘ 2 
“WHERE I 
BELONG. 

is CO 


OE i 
TeSTHAT 2 IN 
ae a 


W\C REALITY. 


DREAM... KS a 
fie ae Wi 
\\' 
Wage AY 
Ni 


now So FREAKY AFTER IMAGE 
XC wh Me ” Or A VERY PREARY DREAM: 


BEE 
TO Dar we aainath OF 
MEAN: SOMETHING WORSE? 


Bacher 
oisAetsten 
A RSnee SES, 


LOUSIER 
ABOUT 
DREAM. 


‘OF ONE OF THE TEAM’ 
MOST DISGUSTING FOES? 


‘OR 1S IT BECAUSE 
1 GOT LEFT BEHIND? jy 


HOW'S. 
MY, BEST, 

DRAGON? “HOW'S ABOUT 

‘A SCRATCH, 

CUTE-'UMS... 


BETWEEN YOUR 
SHOULDER. BLAST AND 
= DARNATION 


7 MY NATURAL 


1 HAVE 10. 
CONCENTRATE... 


~HARD. 
AST CAN. 


1 REMEMBER, 


5 Le 


RIGHT BEFORE 
EVERYTHING. 
FELL APART, 


NOW, He's! 
GONE, AWAY 
ACROSS THE 

UNIVERSE. 


The Cette SEA, 
OFF THE WEST 
COAST OF ENGLAT 


FR 


SHED BEEN SWIMMING 
ALONE, WHEN THE POD 
POPPED UP AND 

ASKED HER TO PLAY. 


HERALDING, 


Di 
SHE 
NOTHI 
TH 


KNEW 
73 
ING OF 
SEA. 
Z & 


SO THEY DELIGHTED. 
IN TEACHING HER ITS. 
3| WONDERS AND MYSTERIES. 


WEL! 
FINFRIENDS! 


AND SHE IS 

AS MUCH AL 

CREATURE OF 

THE EARTH. 
he : 


HEI us fh 
MEGOANE © [J AS OF MAN. 
Ze 
ie 7 


HOME, DARLING - 
DEAREST! 


=. THE De 7 
‘MUTANT SUPER-_ TEXAS. 
TEAM KNOWN: y “ODE-/DENTITY, 
AS X-MEN. je PSYLOCKE. 


COMES WITH 
THE COSTUME, 


AND THE X-MEN THAT'S THE POINT! WHAT THE 
E HALF-A-WORLD BLAZES USE AM I IF T DON'T 
LD KNOW SUCH THINGS?! 


BRIAN, SHE 
WAS A GROWN, 
WOMAN 


SHE CHOSE HER LIFE 
‘SHE'S. RESPONSIBLE FOR 
DECISIONS AND HER DEE BLAME 


Y 


WZ 


\ \ l Ss \ 
BETSY WAS GENTLE AND KIND. HAVE I BEEN FOOLING. STOP 
JO ME. SHE WAS YOUR MYSELF ALL THESE MONTHS, ‘SILLY, 
SISTER, BUT MY FRIEND. THINKING YOU LOVED ME? GIRL! 
Z EK 


i 


| } 


HE GOT YOU PAST 
THAT AWFUL TIME. 


NOW IT'S YOUR TURN BUT TV,.NOT WHILE 
30 RETURN THe FAVOR, CANT HE'S IN SUCH 
ACE. ANA’ STATE. 


p 
DUMB." --TELEPORTED ~ 6), 
Lo, SA instinctivery.. 

“SO y > A 

DUMB: =: WHEN. I 

sy 


iit, F, 


WHERE ITS, Kitty 
ARE YOUR PHASING: 
Quips Now, THROUGH 
SWASH- THE WALL! 
BUCKLER? 
<< 
ow 
: 
2X , 
5 y 
(NIGHTCRAWLER 
oh, 
CRUMBS!2L 
=-ALL YOU NEED — 
BO TO SAV 


AN SYSTEM SHORT- 
YOURSELF... CIRCUITING F 


NIGHT." 
CRAWLER? 


“WHAT THE 
HECK YOU 
THINK YOU 
WERE PLAYING TESTING 
AT HERE’ MYSELF. 


A FULL-BORE COMBAT EXERCISE--Y--SO SOON’ 
WITH THE SAFETY INTERLOCKS 7 AFTER YOUR 
DISCONNECTED-- RELEASE 
FROM MOIRA'S 
HOSPITAL-~ 


=ARE YOu 
CRAZY? 


LUCKY FOR 
YOU THE 
BACK-UP 
ALARMS... 


.SOUNDED IN THE HOUSE | 
THE MINUTE YOU STARTED. 


THAD TO 
LEARN, KITTY, 
IF THAD 

LosT MY 


DOESN'T IT MATTER IF, 
IN THE PROCESS, YOU 


LOSE YOUR L/FE2/_ A YOU FIGURE 
WW ON THIS BEING 

WHAT GIVES, KURT-~ THE PERFECT 
NOU FEEL LEFT OUT WAY TO CATCH 
BECAUSE THE REST OF UP TO "EM 22, 


THE X-MEN GOT 
KILLED AND WE 
DIUN'T?. 


T'M SORRY. 


I_WANTED TO SHARE THAT 
JOY WITH THOSE I LOVED 
BEST-- YOU AND PETER AND 
LOGAN AND ORORO, WITH --ONLY I 
AL THE X-MEN-- COULDN'T. 
BECAUSE 
THEY WERE 


JA. 1 KNOW. WHEN I AWOKE’ 


FROM MY COMA, 
1 WAS SO... HAPPY 
TO BE ALIVE. DEAR 
KATZCHEN, YOU. 

CANNOT 
IMAGINE. 


MY 


ALL I REMEMBERED WAS: 
THE PAIN OF BEING WOUNDED-- 
AND THE NEXT THING I KNEW, 
1 WAS HERE IN MOIRA Mac 
TAGGART'S MUTANT RESEARCH 

FACILITY, AND IT WAS 
MONTHS LATER 


AND 1 THOUGHT, 
'VE_HAD A TASTE OF 
DEATH--BUT I SURVIVED. 

I BEAT THE REAPER! 


TIME 


WILL_COME 


BUT 


AND THEN, 
LAST NIGHT... HAD 


‘NOT 


WHEN IT WAS UAH! TO BEHOLD THE X-MEN'S 
DONE, I FELT ONLY I “TRANSFORMATION INTO. 


ASHAMED--ALMOST, 
PHYSICALLY ILL. wis CEPT MONSTERS. 


WAS IN A MOVIE 
‘STUDIO, WITH TWISTED, 
DECADENT VERSIONS 
OF THE X-MEN AS THE 
CAST, AND HERR 
PROFESSOR XAVIER 
‘OUR DIRECTOR. 


Ip WE BOTH’ 
HELPED HER HAD THE SAME 
ESCAPE ? EXPERIENCE, MAYBE 
TT WASN'T. REALLY 
A. DREAM. 


RAY'S A TELEPATH.V QUESTION JIS, WHY NOW, 

MAYBE SHE WAS: ATER STAYING OUT OF 

TRYING TO. SEND US/NTOUCH FOR SO LONG, 
A MESSAGE? 


Baal 
BEZaai 


P THAT ISNT 


FUNNY. 
PROBABLY = 

SOME NEW AND SHOULDN'T WE 

TRANSCENDENT DO SOMETHING 
DISASTER, ABOUT IT? 


THE PAIR OF. JUST ‘CAUSE sDOESN'T_MEAN WE 
US, CRIPPLED WE'VE BEEN S1OP BEING X-MEN, 
AS’ WE ARE?? HURT. 


PP SSIEMSSSS 


‘SALUTATIONS, 
SMALL AND 
YOUTHFUL 
SENTIENTS! 


Two 
paraforms 
present, 
mother. 


None 
others close 
4 enough to 
interfere. 


VWOULD YOU PLEASE 
INFORM THE MASTER 
OR MISTRESS OF THIS 

DOMICILE OF MY 
PRESENC! 


1 AM G4TE- 
CRASHER, 


TAKING 

YOUR HAND 

OUTTA MY 
FACE ! 


YOU TERRESTRIAL PARAFORMS 
COME_IN SUCH STIMULATINGLY 
‘SPIRITED VARIETY. 


LOOK-- GATE- 
] cRASHER-- 1 HATE 
ATO DISAPPOINT 
YOU.. 


REGRETTABLY, 
Di 


SHE 
CERTAINLY 
KNOWS HOW 
TO_MAKE AN 
ENTRANCE 


BY THE WAY, 
-WHO'S 


CAPTAIN. 
BRITAIN? 


YOU-- THE YOU GUYS WW SALUTATIONS, WHATEVER WREST ASSURED, I HAVE 
HIPPOPOTAMUS!) KNOW EACH \ SWANLING. You | YOU'RE AFTER, ABSOLUTELY NO INTEREST IN 
OTHER? APPEAR AS. YOU'D BETTER’ YOUR DEAR CAPTAIN. 
SPECTACULAR! J FORMIDABLY Lovety| | LEAVE GRIAN 
\ ‘AS EVER. ‘ALONE f SO WHY ARE 
i \SNOu "HERE? 
A T NEED TO 
AS) TALK WITH 
, fpr) YOU, KITTY. 11'S 
© / IMPORTANT. 
Tey 
= 
Ze 
= 
. 
G sf a 
Bye 


= 


ACTUALLY, DEARLING, 
1 BELIEVE’ SHE WAS 


<5 4 WV 


ME. 
AK 


KC "| 


y 


THIS 
PSYCHECOM 
CRYSTAL 


ZSHOULD MAKE 
EVERYTHING 
PLAIN AS 
STARLIGHT. 
ca 


AN H 


ZAM 
OPAL LUNA Y-OMNIVERSAL 


SATURNYNE--, MAJESTRIX- 


} 
i 
|| 


f UnGAlblich! YTHE WICH 1 NEVER 


~- RESPONSIBLE FOR THE, 

MAINTENANCE OF ORDER 
AND REALITY IN THIS 

Li SECTOR OF CREATION. 


UNDERSTOOD WHAT 
BRIAN SAW IN HER. 


N Sy T, 


co RESPONSIBLE. THREAT TON) WiIO IS SWI. HEREBY CHARGE AND 


ITY ¢ | BELIEVED \ REQUIRE ThA THE INHABI- 
APRRELENSION TO, BE. TANTS. THER: 
OF THIS... EN ROUTE \ SENTIENT Srecies ’ Sree 


ALL APPROPRI, 
ASSIS: TENCE | in 3 ys 


MY RESPONSIBILITY IS MERELY ) 
JO CAPTURE THE FUGITIVE 
"AND DELIVER HER. 


BOUNTY 
HUNTER! I DON'T 
KNOW, 


AND I SURE 
AS HECK DON'T 
EXAMINATION. KNOW HER 


AND UNTIL WE W~.. NOBODY S = YOUR LOYALTY 1S 
KNOW THE SCORE... TAKES HER SON, TOUCHING, CHILD, 
SA, ANYWHERE! 


gZ 


THE TECHNET, 
BY NATURE, ABHORS. 
VIOLENCE. 


q ~ at 
% 
eae 


4 
Ly NON 
oa 


C 


a a re 
WN" 


SS 


if 
) 


Les 


s 


ADMIRABLE 
WORK, 


SCATTERBRAIN, J 


[Meanwnice.. | 


SPRAY-- $ 


DISAPPEARED, 
HE DID, 
GATECRASHER! 


IMPORTANT BUS! 
NESS TO ATTEND 10. 


WE'LL KEEP THE GIRIS* BE ON OUR 
AS BARGAINING CHIPS--\MERRY WAY. 


RACHEL 
SUMMERS. 


ALL_THE SAME 
TO HER-- 


-- SCREAMING 
CHEERING 
CRYING... 


TQ THE FARTHEST 


WHERE SPACE 


&, 
Al momenr tater, | Go 
SORT OF NOTHING. 


AS TRANSCENDENCE Ld 
GIVES WAY... 


‘SPRAYED \ 
GUNK ALL 
OVER THE 


OUGHTE! 
Be ASHAMED. 


-- TOO MANY 
THOUGHTS, CAN'T 
X.SORT THEM OUT--1 


COULD IT BE 
THAT T_HAVEN'T 


WAS THE 
PAIN FOR 
NOTHING-- 


~-AM I BACK }/ 
WHE! 


RET i CAN'T CRASH OUR 
STARTED?! 


GALA WITHOUT ONE. 


T'VE NOTHING TO DO 
WITH YOUR PARTY. 


HEAR 
[THAT?! 


sorry, tov 
NOBODY #7 
LEAVES 
WITHOUT 
PERMISSION. 


‘WE DON'T WANT 
TO HURT YOU! 


THEN LET 
LEAVES 


ee) 
A 
[xy 


i os GX¥ 
sg Oe AR 


- 
iN 
MOJO'S SENT, 
CHEM ARTERY 
Me! 
OD 


BUT FOLLOWING 
AND CATCHING 
ARE -— 


JE cANT, SEE SE 
||P eveRywitere At 
[T/)ONCe FALLING 


YOUR MASTER USED THESE 
CHAINS TO BIND ME. 


‘ONLY FAIR THEY SERVE 
SAME PURPOSE FO! DON'T BOTHER, 
STRUGGLING. 


\ 
SY 
aS 
fy LU S== 
THING 


“OFFICER, 
DO SOMeE- 


tonpon's} cor 
GETTIN’ | LUMME, 
TOTALLY / WHAT = 
IRD, 
Ne = 
WS 


[OnbeRoRoums} 


STa--OR WHERE Yay 
SHE TRIES Ju? S 
16 HiDe. 


SIGNED ON. 
DOTTED LINE-; 


| mt, == 
S|]: Z 
ASS) z 


I= = 
aS, 


“) 


MY ONLY REGRET, 2 Xioro HA THEYRE SO 
SOURER, TSSRAY ps Be Loi foun!) CORRES 
IT WAS You 1 A OES \ 4 
FRIED... of ‘NOT Ke 3 
a {| your 
OFA SS = =< 


erase Wat 
HER 


I sense the 
starchilde. 


MERELY 
BEASTIES... 


WHAT YOU NEED, “NOU SHOULD 


AND IFW. 
HERR KAPITAN.... PERCHANCE..." FAIL. 
< 2 RESURFACE-- *- 
BASE! 


HARDLY. YOU'RE SIMPLE. 1 NEED YOU 
DOING WELL ENOUGH AWAKE AND SOBER, AND 
ON THAT SCORE BY JU TM NOT IN A MOOD TO 

YOURSELF: BE POLITE ABOUT IT. 


‘Geng 
OF THIS?!! 


S—= 


| il Te lee 


QVER COFFEE, NIGHTCRAWLER 
RELATES THE DAY'S. EVENTS. 


BY THE TIME I_ RETURNED 10 
THE HOUSE -- AFTER TELEPORTING 
AWAY-- GATECRASHER WAS LONG 


GON! 
With =~ —“ 
BOTH KITTY. 
AND YOUR 
FRAULEIN 
MEGGAN. 


AND I CANNOT 
SPENT 

THE REST 
OF TODAY 


QUITE 
TAKE ON THE RIGHT. VERY] 
TECHNET / SENSIBLE. 
ALONE A GET ON Ii 

DIRECTLY. 


SAVE THEM NOW TO WATCH 
THEM SACRIFICE THEM- 
SELVES CATER. 


WE'RE SUPPOSED IO BE 
HEROES-- BUT WE NEVER 
REALLY MAKE THINGS 
BETTER. WE HAVE 


THE DEVIL) 
YOU SAY! 


-- AMONG THEM, THE 
GIRL YOU SUPPOSEDLY 
LOVE-- DOESN'T 
THAT MATTER... 


WHEN I SAY 
I'M A “HERO,” 1 
MEAN IT IN JEST. 
1 HAVEN'T THE 
RIGHT TO TRULY 
CALL MYSELF 
ONE. AND YOU 


ALL I AM IS A MAN, TRYING TO LIVE LIFE AS BEST HE 


KNOWS HOW, AND BE TRUE TO WHAT HE WAS TALIGHT. 
THOSE BELIEFS GOT os 
LA mysister KitleD 
AND MY . 


DEAREST FRIENDS 
WITH HER! MY. 
FAMILY" f 


MEIN, GOTT-- SOME- 
TIMES, ALL YEARN FOR, 
MORE THAN ANYTHING, f 
IS TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
Tues ctaNce TNE GRY. 
LEGE, OF STANDING WITH 
THE X-MEN AND SHARING If 

IN THEIR FATE! 


WHAT IS 


WRONG WITH 
YOU, MAN2! 


TO BE_HONES’ 
THOUGH, 1M. 
WONDERING, 
IF I MADE A 
MISTAKE. 


IT ISN'T FAIR 
THEY'RE DEAD. 
IT's FAR WORSE 
THAT I REMAIN 
ALIVE TO GRIEVE 
FOR THEM, BECAUSE 
IT'S MORE PAIN 
THAN T CAN 
ENDURE // 


AND I MUST REMAIN TRUE TO 9] [ you. YOU DON'T KNOW 
MYSELF, AS TO THEIR MEMORY! DON'T WHAT ITS LIKE TO 


it CTUALLY DIES. 
TF THAT IS MORE THA 
YOU CAN HANDLE, “HAVE 
CAPTAIN BRITAIN... EVEN THE 
SLIGHTEST 
IDEA WHAT 
17'S LIKE... 


YOU BLUE-FURRED 
GOBLIN, YOU'VE NO. 
RIGHT 19. JUDGE 


“a 


ri 
} 


1 li 


‘SCROUNGED, 
b— SOME 

IS CLOTHES TO. 
“CALL MY OWN. 


I 
HAVE_A PLACE, 


Tr 
[a —(eerraveo 
KOSHER 


GOES DOWN SMOOTH AND 
FASY. z 


= >. ? 
NEURAL TOXIN-~ ? 
INSTANTANEOUSLY . 
IBITS. THE 


Live 
TARY WORKS. 


4 7 TOO: 
FY TH IC. 
Z 4 FUGUE BLANK... 


WHat AVALMOsT ASS 
SIGHT! 
$i 


pesos 
PITY 1 BUT THIS A! 
DIDN'T HAVE IS_MY CHANCE 
A CHANCE CTO MAKE 

TO. WARN AMENDS. 


y) 
Vy 
Y) 
Y 


AN 


NASTY, Y SOULE HAVE 10) 
DOGGY! ,DO FAR BETTER 
THAN THIS, YOU 

KNOW. 


i. ——. 
HAIRY GOBLIN: = 
Ul 


YOU 
4 //( cORGET, 
/)\ Ay DEAR 
J) \CAPTAIN.. 


(OF ALL THE IN SHAME, IN PAIN, 
PRETENTIOUS, GOOD CAPTAIN? 
POSTURING, 

HOLD THY 


“SPEEDILY 

FROM THY 

MISERY! 
ra 


tet MYSELF 
SIDED LIKE 
‘A NOVICE ! 


THE STARCHILDE' 
ON PER FEET! 


MAYBE I CAN .OR 
DISRUPT ‘EM... 


se 
8: 


TM THROUGH % 


RUNNING, 
GATECRASHER.. 


NAUGHTY, NAUGHTY-) |Z ‘SO CHINA DOLL 
HE'S OUR PRIZE! < b WILL SHRINK YOU., 


GLITTER- 
BANGLE ! 


“ZNO THE BODY LOSES 
YALL _FIRMINESS. 


THE ENERGY VI LOOSE, 
RINGS ARE I CAN ACT! 
FADING! 


AY 
“GOODNIGHT,” 
BABYCAKES ? 


THAT'S THE 
‘SPIRIT-- 


04 DEAR 
oh DEAR 


SEELe Eon 
fo me? 


= 


N 
, THE 
“- || *CWARWOLVES--?!) 
ANI 


yy 
REGAIN STRENGTH... 


ea 


GONE, AS ‘ 
WELL - PREFERING DISCRETION, THE, - TO LICK WOUNDS, 
BETTER PART OF VALOR-~ MOURN LOST COMRADES, 


“WHOSE 
HOMES AND 
LIVE 


Vaecren ‘Oh, NIGHTCRAWLER, V..10_HAVE 
PD GIVE ANYTHING...” SEEN 
» CAFTER 


TIDIED UP. 


AND 
EXPLANATIONS 
MADE TO THE 
APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORITIES). 


Gy . 2 
2 AND 
ay 5 THOSE WERE 
sl < ale THE bays.) f 


ANY “YOU'D CARE 
MEMORIES 5O SHARE? 


AND I_WAI 
THROUGH IT 
UNTOUCHED... 


WOLVERINE 4 
SHALLENGED) 


MORE WHAT'S REAL 
AND WHAT ISN'T=> 


BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
MATTER... 


BECAUSE THE CLUTTER 
DOESN'T AFFECT MY. 
EMOTIONAL REALITIES-- 
PERHAPS, IN TURN, 
BECAUSE THE PHOENIX BY, 
NATURE RELATES, 
RESPONDS BETTER TO 
FEELINGS THAN, 
RATIONALITY. 


THAT'S WHAT 
MATTERS 


THE REST, 
1_CAN TAKE 
OR LEAVE 


‘SPEAKING 
‘OF 


LEAVING... 
IT'S AWFULLY LATE. 
TIME, T THINK, TO 
FOLLOW EVERYBODY 
ELSE'S EXAMPLE. 


PACK _UP, 
CALL THINGS 


WHAT ABOUT 
THOSE LIVES-+ 


We 
(ACCOMPLISHED 
WHAT WE SET! 
‘OUT TO Bo, 


BS NOW, WHILE 

R/T DEAL 
WITH THE, 
WARWOLVES... 


1 DON'T 
UNDERSTAND, 
RACHEL, WHAT 

id 00 You MEAN?! 


THE DREAM, 
CAPTAIN-- CHARLES 
XAVIER'S DREAM-- 
OF A WORLD WHERE 

ALL EARTH'S 
CHILDREN, MUTANT 
ANO OTHERWISE, 

LIVE TOGETHER 

IN PEACE AND 

HARMONY £ 


ARE YOU SAYING, 
SIMPLY BECAUSE 


THAT'S. 
THE X-MEN ARE 


WHY HE 
CREATED 
THE X-MEN, 


\ 10 EXEMPLIFY 
THAT 


WHERE PEOPLE ARE 
JUDGED FOR WHO THEY 
ARE-- NOT WHAT THEY 

LOOK LIKE OR HOW 

THEY'RE BORN- 


THE DREAM WE HAD, NIGHT- 
CRAWLER-- REMEMBER, BACK 
BEFORE THIS CRAZY CAPER 

BEGAN-- IN IT, RACHEL SAID. 


WHEN THE REALITY 

NO LONGER EXISTS, 

EXPLOITERS CAN TAKE) 
THE LEGEND... 


*. AND MAKE 
IT WHATEVER 


OF A WORLD WHERE 
MIGHT SERVED 

RIGHT, INSTEAD OF 
SUBIUGATING IT. 

HIS. KNIGHTS: 

OF THE ROUND 

TABLE WERE 


THE AGENTS OF 
THAT DREAM... 


AND HIS SWORD, 
EXCALIBUR, THE 
SYMBOL OF IT. 


HE DIED, THE 
TABLE WAS 
DESTROYED, HIS 
KNIGHTS MOSTLY 
‘SLAIN-~ YET 
THE DREAM 
SURVIVED. 


THEY” 
BECAME 
LEGEND-- 


=:AND THE SWORD, 
THE MEANS OF 
KEEPING THE 
LEGEND ALIVE 
AND VITAL THROUGH| 
THE AGES. 


ARE YOU SUGGESTING 
WE TAKE THE X-MEN'S, 
PLACE? 


AN 
DOTHAT. BUT KING 
ARTHUR 


HAD A 
DREAM, TOO, 


THE X-MEN THOUGHT 
ENOUGH OF PROFES- 
SOR XAVIER'S DREAM 
TO OFFER UP THEIR. 
LIVES. IS IT SO MUCH 
TO ASK THAT WE FIGHT 
TO PRESERVE IT? 


THE SWORD, 

EXCALIBUR, IT WAS LIGHT 
REPRESEN-', IN THE DARK— 
TED HOPE. 4 NESS OF FEAR 

AND IGNORANCE 
AND HATE. 


T'VE. 1 CANT I LET PEO! 
RUN My REMEMBER AY TEL) 
WHOLE 7I 

LIFE. 


WELL, ‘MY T_WANT ‘A WORLD OF ILLUSION AND. 
TIRED OF 10 TAKE A ARTIFICE, WHERE WHATEVER 
RUNNING. “STAND. SELLS BEST GETS THE GLORY. 


BECAUSE IF I DOI 
i 
CARRY ME BACK... 


JO THE 
MAKE-BELIEVE 
SLAVE WORLD... 


x uKe “i's WORTH 
THIS DREAM. , FIGHTING 
u 


War 
; 


